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Each year, our Annual Report 
celebrates the ways God has been 
at work in our midst. These reports 
serve as “monuments” to the Lord 
and remind us of His faithfulness 

through the good and challenging 
times. As we read and take time 
to reflect, we are encouraged by 

what God can accomplish through 
ordinary people like you and me.

GEORDIE ELKINS
ELDER CHAIRMAN

This past year, people of all ages 
surrendered to Jesus for the first 

time and made public declarations 
of faith through baptism. Spiritual, 

emotional and physical healing 
took place through ministries like 
Celebrate Recovery, GriefShare, 

DivorceCare, the Marriage Course, 
our mental health support group 
and prayer ministries. Families in 
our communities were loved and 

provided with food. The elderly were 
visited in local nursing homes. It was 
such a blessing to see these glimpses 
of Heaven on earth as we celebrated 

our 40th anniversary as a church. 

ADAM DEPASQUALE
LEAD PASTOR, EXECUTIVE

We wholeheartedly believe  
that Jesus is the answer to the  
world’s deepest questions and 
greatest challenges. True love, 

forgiveness, restoration, hope and 
peace are found in a relationship 
with Him. As we recognize our 

brokenness and turn to Him, we 
discover what nothing else could 
ever offer — abundant life here 
and now … and eternity with 

our Lord. 

BRIAN MOWREY 
LEAD PASTOR, TEACHING

Life with Jesus not only  
transforms our lives, but also  

families, friendships and communities. 
Jesus invites us into deep 

relationships with one another where 
we stand together even as we grieve, 
persevere or celebrate breakthroughs. 
He calls His Church to shine brightly 
and be His hands and feet. Each of 
us in all our uniqueness has a place 

at the table. Please take time to read 
through the Annual Report and praise 

God for what He has done, is doing 
and will do in the year ahead! 

CRAIG MOWREY 
LEAD PASTOR, DEVELOPMENT

Elder Chairman and Lead Pastors
A MESSAGE FROM OUR
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Walnut Hill desires to be a unified, diverse body of believers 
who ignite a passion for Jesus in Connecticut, New England 
and around the world. As a community of Christ-followers, 
together we live out the following four values:

Our Vision and 
Family Values

SEEKING GOD

We want to be a family that eagerly 
desires more of the Lord. We want to 
seek Him with everything we have, 
knowing that He promises to draw near 
to us when we draw near to Him. You 
can seek God in community and through 
many personal growth opportunities.

SERVING TOGETHER

We are a family that uses our gifts for the 
benefit of others both at the church and 
in our community. You can find your place 
in one of dozens of ministry areas. 

CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER

We are a family that bears one another’s 
burdens and offers encouragement and 
support to each other. Care is available to 
you, and there are always opportunities for 
you to care for others.

REACHING OUT

We are called to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus in our everyday lives, together 
in our community and standing with the 
church around the world to do the same. 
Some churches call this “Missions” or 
“Outreach.” At Walnut Hill, we call it being 
a Church in Action.
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BEGIN THE JOURNEY ON THE NEXT PAGE!

We are one church 
in multiple locations,

in Connecticut, 
New England and
around the world. 

I G N I T I N G  A  PA S S I O N  F O R  J E S U S

CELEBRATING 
GOD AT WORK  

IN 2021-2022
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God has been on the move as  
we have regathered at the Bethel 
Campus for worship on Sunday 
mornings and in our group life 
through men’s and women’s 
ministry, children’s and youth 
ministry, Community Groups, 
Care groups, and a thriving young 
adult ministry. We praise God for:

• Vibrant weekly worship 
services and more than 650 
newcomers in the past year

• Care programs (such 
as Celebrate Recovery, 
GriefShare, DivorceCare, 
Cancer Support, Mental 
Health Groups and 
Christians Against Poverty) 
that supported more than 
200 people

• Our Bethel groups (men’s, 
women’s, seniors, young 
adults, Community Groups, 
Word by Word) that 
supported more than 700 
people growing in their 
relationship with Jesus and 
one another 

• Our Care Team and 
volunteers who sent 768 
cards to people across 
campuses needing 
encouragement, made 
287 visits to hospitals and 
homes, and provided pastoral 
counsel to 635 people 

• The opportunity to host  
9 memorial services and 
extend love and comfort  
as families grieved

BRIAN MOWREY
BETHEL CAMPUS PASTOR

My prayer for 2022-2023 is that we would all gain a deeper friendship 
and walk with Jesus through gathering in our Crews and groups, 

meeting Him one-on-one in our First 20, and serving our local 
community. I believe this will be a year where we all learn with greater 
intentionality and deeper intimacy what it means to follow and fall in 
love with Jesus. For all who choose to take the journey, I’m praying it 

will be a year we all discover that Jesus is more than enough!

Bethel Campus

GOD IS ON THE MOVE 
THROUGH OUR
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LIVES ARE BEING TRANSFORMED 
BY THE POWER OF JESUS!

• 85 worship services that have 
been provided to the elderly 
in the past year in 4 different 
nursing homes in our area

• The Marriage Course class, 
which helped 30 people 
strengthen their marriages

• Fun and impactful summer 
Kids Camps where 55 
volunteers enabled 145 kids 
to hear about Jesus and we 
celebrated 13 Yellow Flowers

• 243 youth across all the 
campuses who are involved in 
the church, including 64 who 
learned more about Jesus on 
our Winter Retreat, where one 
student gave their life to Jesus

• Our growing Special Needs 
Ministry, which has connected 
100 families and individuals to 
grow in Jesus

• Providing food for more than 
9,000 families through our 
25 food distribution events, 
where we gave out 608,000 
pounds of food

• More than 800 volunteers 
serving across all our 
campuses who enabled 
ministry to take place  
each week

Going to Celebrate Recovery (CR) has improved 
my marriage, and working through the step study 
has allowed me to see that I had only scratched 

the surface on my hurts, habits and hang-ups. CR 
has made me a better Christian man and given me 
a better appreciation for the Bible. To have a safe 

place to go to share my brokenness and see I am not 
alone has been an awesome experience for me. 

CRAIG FOLEY

I was baptized in Bethel last February. Before I chose 
to follow Jesus, life felt so difficult that I thought I 

couldn’t take it anymore. But Jesus rescued me from 
that darkness. With Him by my side, I feel at peace 

and filled with His Spirit. I want to devote the rest of 
my life to following Him. 
TRISHNA MARTIN

I enjoy volunteering at the Bethel Food Pantry and 
working the register at the Windows Cafe. Because 
of the kindness Walnut Hill has shown me, I want to 

show that same kindness to others.
TOMMY PALMER
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BRYAN CERRONE
WATERBURY CAMPUS PASTOR

My prayer for 2022-2023 is for healthy, sustainable numerical and 
spiritual growth, for intentional development of leaders, for the 
local body to continue to reflect our nearby neighbors, and for 
the Waterbury Campus to continue to seek out innovative and 

creative ways to reach people for Jesus.

• Vibrant weekly worship services 
and 87 newcomers

• Our Trunk or Treat event that 
attracted families and was 
attended by 1,000 people  
of all ages

• The Neighborhood Blessing 
Initiative that enabled 
the congregation to meet 
approximately 35  
neighborhood families

• Our Charlie Brown Christmas 
concert that brought community 
members into the church and 
was attended by 100 people

• The 100 community members 
who attended the Bunker Hill 
Tree Lighting event

• The Easter Eggstravaganza in 
which 450 people attended

• Being able to host Al-Anon, 
AA, the Newtown Parent 
Connection and the Bunker Hill 
Neighborhood Association in 
our building

• The Human Trafficking  
Awareness Night that was 
attended by 60 people 

• Our ongoing partnership  
with Acts 4 Ministry, where we 
were able to provide beds and 
furniture to families in need who 
patiently waited throughout the 
pandemic for basic  
home necessities

Although 2021-2022 had its 
challenges, God has been on the 
move and we praise our King for:

Waterbury Campus

GOD IS ON THE MOVE 
THROUGH OUR
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Growing up in Brooklyn, NY, I had to overcome the struggles of being homeless 
between the tender ages of 11 and 12. Despite the challenges, I managed to attend 

and finish school, and I never turned to drugs or alcohol. Fast forward to the present, 
I found an amazing wife and recently surrendered my life to Jesus at the Waterbury 

Campus. I look forward to a journey of following and serving the Lord. 
EDWIN RIVERA

When I first started attending Walnut Hill, I had my own thoughts about what 
that would look like, but God’s love captured my heart. My desire to serve Him 

and others at the Waterbury Campus grew, and I now help serve the pastor 
and am part of the Men’s Ministry and outreach team. 

GREG KNIGHT

This past year, God has blessed us with the gift of serving at Acts 4 Ministry in 
Waterbury. Each week we volunteered, we were able to help people struggling 

through the pandemic get the clothing and furniture they needed. 
TAMMY AND STEPHEN CUTLER

LIVES ARE BEING TRANSFORMED 
BY THE POWER OF JESUS!
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The Valley family has been able 
to dig deeper in our faith journey 
and engage our community in 
new ways. We praise God for:

• 5 Yellow Flowers — 4 of  
which were middle schoolers! 

• 3 baptisms

• A tangible sense of God’s 
presence in worship

• 87 newcomers

• The development of new 
campus leaders through 
intentional mentoring 
and discipleship

• Our Fall Festival, where we 
were able to connect with  
70 people in the community

• The opportunity to collaborate 
with other local churches to 
provide backpacks to children 
in Derby and worship together 
on the town green

• Providing food for more 
than 2,500 families through 
15 food distribution events 
that gave out nearly 
102,000 pounds of food

• Partnerships with local leaders, 
churches and non-profit 
organizations to help address 
housing inequality, food 
security and the need for  
a community center

• Our Easter Eggstravaganza 
where we were able to  
connect with 100 people

JOSHUA MULTUNAS
VALLEY CAMPUS PASTOR

My prayer for 2022-2023 is to see revival continue to spread through 
the Valley! We see glimpses of it from lives surrendered to faith 

rekindled and a neighboring church reclaiming its Gospel mission. I 
long to see many more people in our towns come to saving faith in 

our glorious Lord Jesus, as we proclaim Him in word and deed, serve 
together, and pursue justice for the betterment of our neighbors.

Valley Campus

GOD IS ON THE MOVE 
THROUGH OUR
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LIVES ARE BEING TRANSFORMED 
BY THE POWER OF JESUS!

Getting married and becoming a father were two of my most 
transformative moments. These moments led me to question 
Christ’s existence in my life. Once I decided to get baptized at 

the Valley Campus, I have never felt closer to the Lord. 
ANTHONY ALBINO

The Lord has used Walnut Hill in my life since 2019 as a source 
of spiritual growth, fellowship and recovery from my hurts, 

hang-ups and habits. I have found peace through becoming a 
believer in Jesus Christ and a Valley Campus congregant. 

BONNIE VAN KUREN

After surrendering my life to Jesus last November, I wanted to be part of 
Jesus’ community and go to church more. I enjoy learning about Jesus at 

church and the love He has for me. I also enjoy reading the Bible. 
NATHALIA QUILES (12 YEARS OLD)
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Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
God is speaking to and leading our lives 
and working through our presence in 
the community. We praise God for:

• Vibrant weekly worship 
services and newcomers nearly 
every week

• Our second Sunday Gatherings, 
where our congregation builds 
community after service around 
a meal together

• Continued partnership and 
prayer with other New Milford 
churches as we pray for Christ 
to be famous in our town

• The opportunity to host the 
“Night of Thanks” on the town 
green, where many gathered 
and heard Christ made known

• Providing food for more than 
150 families through 3 food 
distribution events, where we 
gave out 7,400 pounds of food.

• Our 56ers’ meeting every other 
Wednesday night growing in 
numbers by four times

• Hundreds of children and 
youth coming through our gym 
doors for baseball, volleyball 
and community events

• Our local AA group of 20 
using our building as people 
seek freedom

• Opening our doors as a 
polling location for 800 of 
our neighbors

BRIAN PRUE
NEW MILFORD CAMPUS PASTOR

My prayer for 2022-2023 is for the New Milford Campus to 
expect more of the Holy Spirit as you gather together and 

actively partner with Him in sharing the love of Jesus with our 
friends, neighbors and community.

New Milford Campus

GOD IS ON THE MOVE 
THROUGH OUR
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During a stay in Danbury Hospital for a heart issue, God revealed Himself 
to me through the power of the Holy Spirit. He gave me perfect peace and 
alleviated my doubts so I could glorify Him through my crisis and show His 

love and mercy to others through my testimony, which I recently shared one 
Sunday at the New Milford Campus.

DOMINICK SABATINI

I am grateful for each opportunity to gather with members of the New 
Milford prayer team as we pray for the campus and our community. The Holy 

Spirit arrives every time with His grace, guidance, peace and love. 
JENNA PELOSO

Our Men’s Ministry in New Milford enables us to share and strengthen each 
other in our common faith with good fellowship and learning. We have a 
solid core from which to grow and are simply a group of men who have 

become friends through our shared Christian faith. 
MIKE TAYLOR

LIVES ARE BEING TRANSFORMED 
BY THE POWER OF JESUS!
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“Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
the nations … Teach these new disciples 
to obey all the commands I have given 
you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
Matthew 28:19-20

Our Online Campus enables people of 
all ages in our community and around 
the world to discover Jesus, experience 
Christian community and take steps to 
follow Him.

• Igniting a lasting legacy as we 
celebrated 40 years of ministry, 
read through parts of the Bible 
together via Zoom and participated 
in the 40-year celebration service

• An international community joining 
us online for Sunday services from 
Brazil, Canada, Indonesia, Kenya, 
Mexico, Romania, South Africa, Taiwan, 
England, as well as 40 different states

• Vibrant weekly worship services that 
average 1,100 congregants online for 
Sunday services 

• Multi-generational, diverse communities 
and ministry curricula for children and 
adults (men, women, Community Groups, 
special needs, care and prayer)

• The many newcomers who join us 
each week for Sunday services

• Being able to minister to 40 kids 
weekly online (on average)

• Successful hybrid seminars/workshops 
on spiritual gifts and how to speak to 
sick family and friends about life with 
Jesus and the hope of Heaven 

• The ability to host congregants 
from all campuses when faced with 
inclement weather

Online Campus

GOD IS ON THE MOVE 
THROUGH OUR

CRYSTAL ELLINGTON
ONLINE CAMPUS PASTOR

My prayer for 2022-2023 is for people who are on the 
journey with Jesus to find a place to belong and grow 

in faith through our Online Campus. By leveraging 
web-based tools, along with social media, my prayer is 
that we continue to extend the care and community of 

Sunday services into the week.
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Walnut Hill’s online community with Pastor Crystal Ellington has been the hands and feet of God’s grace 
and mercy that has embraced, nurtured, filled and encouraged me to keep going in my renewed and 

deepening walk with Christ through First 20 videos, the Thursday Evening Women’s Group, Sunday online 
services, and care and prayer ministries. I’m forever grateful to Walnut Hill for walking beside me in my 

faith journey, reigniting the flame of Christ’s redeeming love in me, equipping me and sending me to start 
an online DivorceCare in my community and an “On the Other Side of Yes” book club/Crew two years ago 

with Pastor Brian’s book that is still going strong today! 
JANE D.

During our online Alpha class, a regular attendee shared that Pastor 
Brian’s sermons clearly showed her that Jesus had been working 
in her life for quite some time. The sermons and worship moved 
her to a place to ask Jesus to come into her life. Alpha was the 

perfect setting for her to share this exciting news as our group was 
exploring what it means to become a committed Christ-follower. It’s 

been a joy to walk with this new believer, who is a member of the 
Online Campus and decided to join Alpha because of an invitation 

from a Bethel Campus member. 
SCOTT AND JENNIFER RUPFF 

ALPHA FACILITATORS

I am honored to be a 
part of Walnut Hill’s 
online intercession 

group and to enter the 
Throne Room of God 
for the needs of our 

church, community and 
beyond. Prayer has no 
boundaries and God is 

always listening. 
BEVERLIE BROOKS

LIVES ARE BEING TRANSFORMED 
BY THE POWER OF JESUS!
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Ignite Legacy 
In 2019, we sensed God saying to us that He 
had great work for us to do locally, regionally 
and internationally – that He wanted to 
increase Walnut Hill’s influence and give us 
new methods to impact His world in ways we 
never imagined. 

We identified five challenges – areas in which 
we felt God wanted us to invest: *

• A generation needs to meet Jesus. 

• Leaders need to be equipped.

• The New England Church needs to thrive.

• The global Church is asking for help.

• We need to prepare for future guests.

We are so grateful to you for your generous 
giving to the Ignite Legacy fund, which has 
exceeded our expectations and is supporting 
the growing vision! 

STORIES OF GOD AT WORK 

A generation needs to meet Jesus.
Did you know that our Online Campus has 
not only enabled each of us to participate in 
church during the pandemic but also helped 
connect more than 1,200 visitors to physical 
Walnut Hill campuses? In the past year, people 
have watched Walnut Hill services from 40 
different states and 12 nations! 

Leaders need to be equipped. 
Did you know that, through Walnut Hill’s 
Internship and Residency program, we have 
invested in the lives of 10 individuals and seen 
many take steps into vocational Christian 
ministry! Additionally, our Follow Jesus class 
helped equip 83 leaders as they live out their 
faith in everyday life.
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The New England Church needs to thrive.
Did you know that this past year Walnut Hill collab-
orated with and helped provide support to 109 
different churches and organizations across New 
England? We provided ministry resources and 
support, prayer and encouragement, preaching, 
teaching, and training, and also hosted events and 
participated on boards.

The global Church is asking for help.
God has been at work through Walnut Hill as 
we support and partner with 37 ministries in 24 
countries that have mobilized 500 people to serve 
locally and reach 5 million people with the love 
of Jesus. Did you know that, as part of a special 
initiative, Walnut Hill partnered with Rick and Carol 
McArthur in Guatemala to help fund the creation of 
a special animated Bible video, “There is a Prophet 
in Israel,” as part of their Deditos children’s video 
series? Deditos is a series of children’s videos 
telling the story of God’s love for us that has been 
translated into over 20 different languages around 
the world. Check Deditos out at www.deditos.org!

We need to prepare for special guests. 
Special Needs: We praise God that our Special 
Needs Ministry has flourished and tremendously 
grown this past year!

In 2021-2022:
• We continue to host a twice a month 

Community Group for students and adults  
with special needs and see 45 participants 
from Walnut Hill and across New England.  
One person even joins from across the country! 

• We partnered with Joni and Friends and 
continue to host a twice a month Bible study 
for students and adults with special needs 
and see 18 people participate.

• We hosted family gatherings and community 
building events with an average of 25-30 
attendees. One event saw 100 people attend.

• We offered training to ministries and leaders, 
including one event in which we partnered 
with Joni & Friends and had 40 people attend 
from three different churches.

• We are seeing new families connecting to 
the ministry all the time and are excited 
to support our campuses as they begin 
special needs ministries.

We thank God for Melena Sorena, our Special Needs 
Director, and the 74 families and individuals who 
serve in the Special Needs Ministry.

Facilities 
Ignite Legacy is enabling us to freshen our 
facilities to make them more inviting. This past 
year we replaced siding and windows at the New 
Milford Campus, began renovating our Waterbury 
Campus bathrooms and repainted several areas 
in the Bethel Campus, including updating our 
youth space and creating an additional Special 
Needs community room. Keep an eye out for more 
enhancements this year!

* For more information on Ignite Legacy  
and the five challenges, please visit  

www.ignitelegacyfund.org.
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THE ROAD AHEAD

To help fix our gaze on Jesus this upcoming 
year, we will study the book of Matthew in 
our weekend services. Our sermon series 
will be approached in seven segments.

SEPTEMBER: Fall Launch and  
Igniting a Passion for Jesus

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER:  
The Life of Jesus: Who Is Jesus?

DECEMBER: The Birth of Jesus:  
Why Did He Come to Earth?

JANUARY-FEBRUARY: The Teaching 
of Jesus: What Did Jesus Call Us To?

MARCH-APRIL: The Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus: What Is  
the Importance of His Death  
and Resurrection?

MAY: The Mission of Jesus (Through  
the Spirit for the Glory of God)

JUNE: The Return of Jesus: What  
Do We Have to Look Forward To?

2022-2023 ANNUAL THEME

Jesus

OUR PRAYER  Throughout this year, we are asking God for:

2.

1. 3.

4.

5.

6.

A fresh renewal in our 
personal and corporate 
times with Jesus

Supernatural 
transformation and 
healing in our lives

The rebuilding of intentional 
Christian community in 
Crews and groups

Increased ability to sense 
the Lord’s promptings

More opportunities 
to share Jesus  
with others

More opportunities 
to serve others in the 
power of the Spirit

THE DIRECTION

If you want a life-giving relationship with the creator of the 
universe – look to Jesus. If you want to truly know what He 
is like – look to Jesus. If you want to determine how to live 
– look to Jesus. If you want to find your purpose – look to 
Jesus. If you need healing – look to Jesus. If you want to 
be transformed – look to Jesus. This upcoming year we will 
determine to know Jesus – not just speak of Him or about 
Him but really get to know Him. We will answer questions 
like: Who is Jesus? How did He live? What did He teach? 
Why did He die? Why is His resurrection important? Is He 
returning again? 

When Jesus took Peter, James and John up the mountain, His 
face shone like the sun and His clothing became as white as 
light. Moses (law) and Elijah (prophets) appeared with Him. 
Peter was so excited! Wanting to keep all three, he proposed 
the construction of permanent structures for them each. But 
when Peter was finally able to look up, Moses and Elijah were 
gone, and he could only see Jesus. The transformation of 
Jesus must have been a sight to see – but the lesson learned 
was just as important. Jesus is enough!

This is the lesson for us to learn and relearn as we focus 
our hearts on our Savior. This upcoming year at Walnut Hill, 
we will learn to walk closely with Jesus. We will discover a 
deeper and more intimate relationship with Jesus than ever 
before. We will not be found far from Him. 
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Brian Mowrey
Lead Pastor, Teaching
bmowrey@walnuthillcc.org

Craig Mowrey
Lead Pastor, Development 
cmowrey@walnuthillcc.org

Adam DePasquale
Lead Pastor, Executive 
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Becca Mowrey
Worship Director 
becca@walnuthillcc.org
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Communications Director 
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Pastor of Care 
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Bryan Cerrone
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John Dischinger
Pastor of Marriage Ministry 
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Christopher Ellington
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cellington@walnuthillcc.org

Crystal Ellington
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Greg Flower
Youth Pastor
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Ray Pennoyer
Waterbury Associate Pastor 
rpennoyer@gmail.com

Craig Horne
Family Pastor 
chorne@walnuthillcc.org

Lucy Houghton
Director of Care Ministries 
lhoughton@walnuthillcc.org

Andy Karam
Interim New Milford 
Campus Pastor 
akaram@walnuthillcc.org

Brian Prue
Pastor of Spiritual Growth 
bprue@walnuthillcc.org

Karen Sergey
Prayer Director 
ksergey@walnuthillcc.org

Melena Sorena
Special Needs Director 
msorena@walnuthillcc.org

Lance Sven
Youth Pastor 
lsven@walnuthillcc.org

Clay Norman
Staff Chaplain 
cnorman@walnuthillcc.org

OUR LEADERSHIP

PASTORS AND DIRECTORS

Our Leadership and Staff
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A  P R AY E R  O F  B L E S S I N G

As we reflect on the past year,

We are humbled and thankful

For all God chose to accomplish through Walnut Hill.

Thank you to each and every volunteer and staff member

Who has invested their time, energy and finances,

Who has prayed and sought the Lord’s guidance

On how to be a family.

We are a family.

A family that seeks God,

Reaches out,

Serves together and

Cares for one another.

With great expectation and anticipation,

We offer ourselves anew,

With arms spread wide

Ready to receive all that God has in store

For the year to come.

May we hear His voice loudly and clearly

Guiding us through the days ahead,

Confident in His promise that

The best is yet to come.
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